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Systematic violations of the right to life 

Executions, arbitrary killings, deaths in custody, and death sentences 
Execution 
A Prisoner Executed in City of Ilam 

 

This dawn, Monday, May 14, 2018, an Ilami resident 
was executed at Ilam Central Prison. He is identified 
as Mojtaba Karimian from Mish-Khas Village of Ilam. 
He was condemned to death by Iran judiciary for 
intentional murder. (Hangaw- May 14, 2018) 
 

Two Inmates Executed in Orumieh 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15319/ 
Two inmates charged with murder were executed on Monday morning, May 14, 2018 
at Orumieh Central Prison. 
They were transferred on Sunday, May 13 to solitary cells there for execution. The two 
are identified by Human Rights Activists in Iran as Khalil Agush and Soheil 
Mirbakhsh. Khalil Agush was from Makou    and was jailed in ward 3 and 4 of this 
prison since 2012 and Soheil Mirbakhsh, 25, from Orumieh who was jailed since 
2014 in youths ward of this prison. (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 14, 2018) 
 
Hanging in Public; Bandar-Abbas 
http://jamejamonline.ir/online/3290521110414696824 
The head of Hormozgan Province’s judiciary said: “The murderer of a ranger from 
Hormozgan, condemned to death, was executed today at 5:30 am in Khalij-e-fars 
Boulevard of city of Bandar-Abbas.  
“After the decree was issued in No. 1 penal court of Hormozgan and was legally 
processed in the Supreme Court, it was sent for execution, which was carried out this 
morning”, Akbari said. (Jame-Jam Online- May 13, 2018) 
 
Prisoner Hanged in Zahedan 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15300/ 
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A prisoner was executed at Zahedan Central Prison on Sunday morning, May 13, 
2018. The prisoner is identified as Vahedbakhsh Kooseh, known as Raoulbakhsh, 45, 
from ward 8. This prisoner, condemned to death, was imprisoned for six years before 
his execution. (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 13, 2018) 
 
Execution in Public in Mashhad 
https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1397/02/25/1726755 
https://www.farsnews.com/news/13970225000535 
Death sentence of two members of “Black Crabs” gang was carried on this morning 
in Mashhad. The case of these two was dealt with sooner than the others as first 
culprits and they were charged with “corrupt on earth” and “Moharebeh (waging war 
at God)”. The case was sent to penal court after indictments were issued. 
The death sentence for these two was carried out in public at Koshesh St.’s region. 
(Tasnim state-run News Agency, Fars state-run News Agency- May 15, 2018) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Execution in Ardebil 
https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1397/02/26/1728037 
Naser Atabati, public and revolution prosecutor of the center of Ardebil province 
informed of the execution of a convict charged with murder: “The convict was 41 
years old”. (Tasnim state-run News Agency- May 16, 2018) 
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Death sentence 
Political Prisoner in Danger of Imminent Execution 
https://iranhr.net/fa/articles/3323/ 

Ramin Hossein Panahi’s case, political prisoner in 
death row at Sanandaj Central Prison, has been sent 
to the Bureau for Execution of Decrees and he is 
now one step closer to the gallows. 
His lawyer and family were informed on Thursday, 
May 17, 2018 that his file has been sent to branch 
four of this bureau in Sanandaj’s Revolution Court 

after it has been sent back from branch 39 of Supreme Court, to be carried out. 
Ramin Hossein Panahi was shot and arrested by IRGC forces on Friday, June 23, 
2017. His execution was approved on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 in branch 39 of the 
Supreme Court. The lawyer then demanded restitution. (Iran Human Rights 
Organization- May 17, 2018) 

 

 
Inhumane treatment and cruel punishments 

Amputation, flogging, torture and humiliation 
Mother: I Saw His Scull Broken and His Eye Smashed 
https://humanrightsiniran.com/1397/53652/ 

Fatemeh Mulayan, Sina Ghanbari’s mother says that 
when they were putting Sina in the grave, and while 
surrounded by security agents, she had uncovered his 
head and saw signs of broken skull and smashed left eye. 
On Saturday, Feb. 5, 2018, Sina’s body was found by 
prisoners who went for cleaning toilets in the bathroom 
of Quarantine section of Evin Prison while a garbage 

bag was tight around his neck. It is claimed that he has committed suicide. 
Two days before his death, he had been interrogated and he has told his roommates 
after detention that they were cleaning the house (the beating). He had severe bruises 
on his body. 
Since the beginning of the protests in Jan. 2018, about 5000 people have been 
arrested. Aside the ambiguous death of Sina Qhanbari there has been reports about 
the death of Vahid Haidari and Shahab Abtahi-zadeh in Irak; Mohsen Adeli in Dezfol, 
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Saro Qhahremani and Kyanoosh Zandi in Sanandaj. (Human Rights in Iran- May 13, 
2018) 
 
Kurd Writer and Poet Sentenced to Cable Strokes 
During past few days, branch one of Kalat Naderi penal 
court in Khorasan Razavi Province (east of Iran) has 
sentenced Alireza Sepahi Laeen, a Kurd writer and poet to 
receive 74 cable strokes for “offending the officials”. He was 
summoned last year and arrested on Nov. 30, charged with 
“spreading lies and disrupting public opinion” and then 
freed on bail on Dec. 9. (Hengaw- May 15, 2018) 

 
Zahedan: Prisoner Beaten, Left with Broken Teeth 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15357/ 
On Tuesday, May 15, 2018, Fazolah Kharoot, a 20 years old inmate at ward one of 
Zahedan Central Prison beaten by prison’s officials got his teeth broken and his face 
injured. He is indicted with robbery and confined for one year so far. 
A source close to his family explained the prison officials had ignorance about his 
phone card; his only way to contact his family, and he is confined for one year without 
his case reaching a conclusion, so he had a verbal quarrel with the head of the ward; 
afterwards the prison agents took him to the guards’ room and severely beat him. 
(Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 17, 2018) 

 
Prison Guards Broke the Knee and Shoulder of an Inmate 
https://zandaniran.blogspot.co.uk/2018/05/blog-post_18.html 

Prison guards of Tehran Bozorg prison severely beat and broke the knee and shoulder 
of a young inmate, Morteza Chalehkesh on the pretext of breaking from the prison. 
Tehran Bozorg Prison is located in the far south region of Tehran Province at Karaj 
Old Rd. It is said that this prison is famous as the largest prison in the Middle East. 
(No to Prison, No to Execution- May 18, 2018) 

 
 
 
 

Prison 
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Prison conditions 
A Prisoner of Rajaee-Shar Prison Committed Suicide 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15293/ 

A prisoner by the name of Davood Jahankiri aka Davood 
Sari, committed suicide on Saturday, May 10, 2018 after 
he was transferred to another ward on the order of the 
head of the Rajaee-Shahr Prison in Karaj; he died. 
Davood, 28, was condemned to death and to 25 years 
imprisonment on charges of rape and “corrupt on earth”. 

An informed source said: “At first Davood was kept in advising section no. 3 of hall 
no. 8. When they transferred him to the advising section no. 6, he asked several times 
to return to his own section but his demand was ruled out. Then he committed suicide 
and died”. (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 13, 2018) 
 
Inmates Commit Suicide under Pressure 
http://hrdai.blogspot.co.uk/2018/05/blog-post_13.html 
According to a credible source, tens of inmates have committed suicide at Gohardasht 
Prison (in Karaj) during the last six months due to dire conditions and uncertainty in 
their cases for long. 
The name of some whose suicide has led to their death is as follow: 

1- Qolam Shekari from hall 19 of ward 7 
2- Mehdi Ranjbar 
3- Mehdi Asadi from hall 11 of ward 4 
4- Mohammad Menbari aka Mohammad Lor from hall 3 of ward one 
5- Davood Jahangiri aka Davood Sari from hall 18 of ward 6 

The latest committed suicide on Friday, May 11, 2018. 
In addition to the above mentioned inmates, Ali Ramezi aka Amir Loraz from hall 17 
of ward 6 of this prison committed suicide on Sunday, May 13 but fortunately with 
the on time act of his cellmates he lived and is now hospitalized. (Human Rights & 
Democracy Activists in Iran- May 14, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
Zahra Zare’s Health Deteriorating at Evin Prison 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15335/ 
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Zahra Zare’s health, a political prisoner in women ward at Evin Prison, is 
deteriorating. Zahra was arrested during Dec.-Jan. events in Iran. Since she has been 
confined in solitary cells she is having nervous breakdown and convulsions. She is in 
anguishing physical condition. She is accused of having activities in virtual space. 
She started suffering from breakdown and convulsions when she was first arrested on 
April 8, 2017.  When she was arrested again she informed the official of security ward 
209 and then the officials of the public cells she was transferred there so that she can 
refer to a doctor and use medication to prevent the shocks but as the officials were 
ignorant she was in shock again three times on April 18, twice in the ward and once 
in the ambulance when she was being transferred to hospital. (Human Rights Activists 
in Iran- May 15, 2018) 

 
Detained Woman on Hunger Strike in Kashan’s Prison 
https://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1397/02/shaparak-shajarizadeh-is-under-hunger-strike/ 

Nasrin Sotoodeh the lawyer of Shaparak Shajarizadeh 
who was arrested in Kashan’s Fin Garden on May 8, 
2018 because her scarf dropped of her head, said that 
on the morning of May 14 a heavy bail, 150 million 
tomans was issued for her but she is not able to provide 
that and thus is still in jail. 

The lawyer said that she is indicted with “pretending to mal-veiling” and “encouraging 
corrupt”.  
She also added that Mrs. Shajarizadeh is on hunger strike since she was arrested 
temporarily on May 8: “She only drinks water”. 
Mrs. Sotoodeh said it was only today that she found out what the accusations were: 
“The evidence based on which she is indicted are her photos in her Instagram account. 
But according to the law photos are not evidences of crime…” . 
Shaparak Shajarizadeh is one of the “Girls of the Revolution” who was arrested also 
on late March of 2017 in Ghaitarieh St. (in Tehran) for taking of her veil and was 
freed on bail on March 28, 2017. (Iran Human Rights Campaign- May 14, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
An Inmate on Hunger Strike at Rajaee-Shar Prison 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15343/ 



 

May 21, 2018 

 

In protest to the decision of Rajaee-Shahr prison’s 
observing judge as not to endorse a leave for Ali 
Ashraf Parvaneh, serving for 18 years, he went on 
hunger strike on Tuesday, May 15, 2018. 
Mr. Parvaneh was arrested in 1999 on charge of 
armed robbery. He was first condemned to death 
and then it changed to 29.5 years imprisonment. 

He said about his charge: “I didn’t use any gun in the robbery. Because we live in 
Kurdish regions and everybody keeps a gun at his house, when I was detained they 
found my gun and then the agents changed my case to armed robbery”. (Human 
Rights Activists in Iran- May 15, 2018) 

 
Mohammad Habibi Transferred to Great Tehran Prison 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15346/ 

Mohammad Habibi, a guild activist and a member of the 
board of directors of Tehran Province Teachers Guild 
Club, was transferred to Great Tehran prison.  He was 
arrested by SSF in Tehran during a gathering of teachers 
in front of Planning & Budget Organization. He was 
transferred then to an unknown location. 

He was formerly arrested by SSF on March 3, 2018 at his work place and was 
transferred to Evin Prison. He was freed on a 250 million tomans bail. (Human Rights 
Activists in Iran- May 16, 2018) 
 
70% of Kerman Inmates Are Married 
http://iqna.ir/fa/news/3714363 
Ramezan Amiri the general manager of Kerman province’s prisons said on Monday, 
May 14, 2018: “70% of Kerman province’s inmates are married and 307 are jailed for 
unintentional crimes”. 
“55% of prisoners have more than three children and considering the current 
economic conditions they face problems. 40% of the inmates have former history of 
arrests. (IQNA state-run Web Site- May 15, 2018) 
 
 
Suicide at Zahedan Central Prison; the Inmate was 29 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15348/ 
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Mehdi Koohkan, 29, hanged himself when he was transferred to quarantine section 
of Zahedan Central Prison, and died. He was confined for robbery. 
“Mehdi Koohkan was psychologically ill and suffered from problems in his nervous 
system. He shouted and made noise because of his pains so he was taken to quarantine 
section where he hanged himself using the strip of her clothing”, said and informed 
source. (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 16, 2018) 
 
52 Inmates Are Added to Prisons’ Crowd Each Minute 
http://www.khozestan-online.ir/Fa/News/43680 

Hassan Mosavi Chelak, the head of Iran Social Aids Association said: “For each 3.5 
marriage there is one divorce in the country; of every four persons one has 
psychological problems…” 
He also added that in 2017, 459,666 inmates have been added to the prisons’ crowd: 
“This means 52 persons have been entering prisons each minute. This shows lack of 
morale in the society”. (Khozestan Online and Jamaran state-run websites - May 16, 
2018) 
 
Jahangir: 18 Thousands Prisoner of Unintentional Crimes Jailed 
https://www.isna.ir/news/97022715424 
Asqar Jahangir, the head of Prisons Organization said: “We have about 18,000 
prisoners related to financial crimes who are jailed for unintentional crimes. These 
inmates have financial convictions like they have written promissory notes or have 
been a surety and not being able to pay the money. 
He added: “Also there are inmates who have had accidents in their workshops, written 
a NSF check, and not paid the alimony or dowry. The number of dowry cases are very 
high… “We have 3000 prisoners because of dowry from which 466 cases can be freed 
by paying less than 10 gold coins but because they cannot pay it, they are still in jail,” 
he said. (ISNA state-run News Website- May 17, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Days on Hunger Strike 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15373/ 
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Rohollah Mardani, a student from Tehran University and 
a teacher, was arrested on Feb. 17, 2018 for participating 
in protest gatherings of Dec. 2017- Jan. 2018 and was 
transferred to Evin Prison. He started a hunger strike on 
April 2018.  
He has been transferred to prison infirmary and received 

several IV serums as his health condition deteriorated in recent days. The informed 
source said that Mr. Mardani is detained on charge of “gathering and collusion against 
the establishment”. (Human Rights Organization in Iran- May 18, 2018)  
 
 
Prison sentences 
A Five-Year Sentence for a Political Prisoner 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15337/ 

Mohammad Ali (Pirooz), political prisoner at Rajaee-Shahr 
Prison who currently is serving his 11th year, is sentenced 
to an additional five years in a new case, charged with 
“gathering and collusion against the establishment”. (This 
prisoner has been under one month interrogation last year 
to do a TV interview.) (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 

15, 2018) 
 
A Three-year Sentence for a Media Activist 
https://hengaw.net/fa/news/%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C%DB%95-%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B3%DB%95-
%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AD%D8%A8%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84-
%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%95%D8%A7%DB%8C 

The second branch of Orumieh’s revolution court 
sentenced Farrokh Abdi, a Kurd media activists to three 
years imprisonment. He is the admin of a blocked 
Telegram channel called Amanj. The decree was impart 
to him yesterday.  
According to this decree, Farokh Abdi will be jailed for 

two years for “offending the leader (Khamenei)” and to one year for “propaganda 
against the establishment”. He is currently confined at Orumieh Central Prison. 
(Hangaw- May 18, 2018) 
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Arbitrary arrests 

Social arrests 
Trial of Dec.2017-Jan 2018 Uprising Detainees in Irak 
https://www.radiozamaneh.com/395542 

Eleven detainees of the nationwide uprising in Dec. 
2017-Jan. 2018 of Irak city’s Shazand region were put 
on trial on May 14, 2018 at branch 102 of Irank’s 
penal court. 
Ali Bagheri, Abbas Safari, Behza Ali-Bakhshi, Yousef 
Shiri, Davood Rahimi, Mohammad Yaghoobi, Kyan 
Sadeghi, Masoud Aujloo, Mohammad Torabi, Neda 

Yousefi (fe) and Mohammad Najafi are indicted with “disruption of public order”. 
Mohammad Njafi a lawyer and one of the convicts who has honorary accepted to be 
the lawyer of six others, said about the court session: “At this session the cases of 10 
convicts were revised and the last defenses were heard. Because my lawyers didn’t 
know the timing of the trial, dealing with my charges; “disruption in public order 
and spreading lies” was postponed”. 
Unofficial sources have announced that more than 8000 people have been arrested 
during this nationwide protest in Iran. (Zamaneh Radio- May 15, 2018) 

 
A Protesting Worker Arrested 
https://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1397/02/four-labor-activists-arrested/ 

Mahmood Salehi, labor activist, said that Amir 
Shahabi and Yadollah Samadi, the head and secretary 
of Sanandaj’s Bakers Labor Organization who were 
arrested on May 1, 2018 during the Labor Day 
ceremony, have been transferred to Sanandaj Central 
Prison on May 14 after being kept in solitary cells of 
intelligence ministry for 13 days. This activist added 

that Armin Sharifeh who was detained on April 27, 2018 is also transferred to the 
same prison. 
About the condition of the detainees Mr. Salehi said: “They don’t have any lawyers. 
In two weeks that they were in detention not we nor their family members were 
informed of their charges”. 
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He also cited that a worker protestor, Davood Rafiee has been arrested in Tehran on 
May 14 after participating in protest gatherings in front of Labor Ministry. 
Davood Rafiee being dismissed from Pars Khodro company had a long time legal 
quarrel with this company and the Labor Ministry then he took his protest in front of 
the ministry. There are images of him on internet which shows he is carrying a placard 
reading that the minister of labor has suggested him a 200 million tomans bribe. 
(Human Rights Campaign in Iran- May 14, 2018) 

 
 

Intelligence Forces Stormed the Residence of Kurd Activist 
http://www.kurdpa.net/farsi/idame/73111 

On Saturday, May 12, 2018, intelligence forces raided the 
residence of Shahriar Tahmasebi, a civil activist from 
Kermanshah for the third time. An informed source said the 
raid was to arrest him for his sentence.  
Mr. Tahmasebi was arrested by intelligence forces on 
Thursday, Sep. 7, 2017 during a protest gathering against the 
killing of border porters and supporting people of Baneh 

Township and was temporarily released on a 100 million tomans bail on Oct. 6, 2017. 
(Kurdpa- May 14, 2018) 
 
 

Elite Student Arrested 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15322/ 

Akam Salehi, an elite student from Baneh Township was 
arrested in Sanandaj. The reason is yet unknown. 
Akam was one of the members of “No to closing Baneh’s 
border” campaign who has twice quitted in a signed letter 
in protest to the closure of border in Baneh. He also has 

criticized the government for “not solving the problems of Baneh’s Bazaar and had 
announced that “Do they have to stage an unrest so that these gentlemen react?...” 
Recently Bazaar shop keepers have gathered in protest and staged a strike to protest 
against the closure of border passages and an increase in the price of custom tariffs. 
Several have been summoned, interrogated and detained in that regard and some are 
still under custody and interrogation”. (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 14, 2018) 
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Teachers Arrested in Protest Gathering  
http://www.magiran.com/npview.asp?ID=3741977 

Last Thursday, some teachers in Tehran, Tabriz, Shahreza, Sari, Sanandaj, 
Kermanshah, Shiraz and a few other cities protested against the fact that receiving 
education depends on how much one can pay and against their own living standards. 
This gathering started at 10 am in front of the Planning & Budget Organization’s 
building. Just after a few minutes, some of teachers, about 15, were arrested. 
According to eye witnesses and video clips published by Twitter users, some of the 
female teachers were attacked.  
Mohammed Reza Aref, the head of Omid Faction in Majlis referred to the attack in 
his speech, and said: “Teachers are dealt with as if they are a security issue. Those who 
do this are at best their own pupils. We currently face a lot of social issues as what a 
teachers’ cultural duty is”. 
Up to the time this report has been published, there is still no news of the arrested 
teachers’ whereabouts. Some of the teachers in Marivan Township also protested to 
the arrest of their colleagues in Tehran. (Shargh state-run Daily – May 12, 2018) 
 
41 Arrests in Alborz Province 
http://www.tabnakalborz.ir/fa/news/606231 
Mohammad Ali Safaee, chief of SSF (Social Security Police) in Alborz said: “In 
executing different security plans from the beginning of the New Year (March 21, 
2018) 41 persons have been arrested and surrendered to judiciary authorities. He 
added that the convicts who have been freed from jail are under police control and 
their commutes and activities are under covert surveillance. (Tabnak state-run Web 
Site- May 15, 2018) 
 
A Woman Arrested in Ravansar 
A Kurd woman, Sargol Moloodi was arrested by intelligence forces in Kermanshah. 
She is a mother of two and from Ghashlugh Village from Shahoo County of Ravansar 
Township. She is charged with cooperation with radical Islamic groups. On Satruday, 
May 5, 2018, two other women, Rizan Bawaysi, 28 and Fatemeh Bawaysi, 26 were also 
arrested on the same charges by intelligence forces. (Hangaw- May 16, 2018) 
 
 
 
Wave of Arrests in Baneh after the Strike 
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After the strike of bazaar was over in Baneh a wave of 
arrest of Baneh’s residents and city’s activists by security 
organs covered the city. 
On Thursday morning, May 17, 2018, security forces 
detained Mahmood Jalili, 38 and father of two at Baneh 
City and transferred him to Sanandaj intelligence 

bureau. He was active during the 25 days strike in Baneh. 
In another event on Sunday, May 13, a Kurdistani elite, Akam Salehi from Baneh, 
was detained by forces from intelligence bureau. His faith is not clear yet. (Hangaw- 
May 18, 2018) 
 
20 Girls and Boys Arrested in a Party 
https://www.rokna.net/ 

20 girls and boys participating in a night party at a villa in south Khezer-Shahr in 
Feraydon Kenar Township  (north of Iran) were arrested by NAJA. (Rokna state-run 
Web Site- May 18, 2018) 
 
 

Basic freedom and rights abused 
Judiciary Deputy of Country’s General Prosecutor: Filtering of Telegram is 
Permanent 
https://www.isna.ir/news/97022212071 
Abd-ol-Samad Khoramabadi, judiciary deputy of country’s general prosecutor 
published a text emphasizing that the ban on Telegram will not be removed. 
About the history of the case he said: “Judiciary system is a member of The High 
Council for Virtual Space and is hundred percent in compliance with it.  To execute 
the general policies adopted by that council, it has issued the order to ban Telegram. 
After January 2018’s unrest, in one of the meetings the council seriously talked about 
filtering Telegram. But as the council is not the authority for issuing such order; some 
other especial legal authorities are responsible for filtering, it didn’t issue the order 
but every member underscored the necessity of deciding as such in a few months”. 
“There is no disagreements by experts of different organs regarding filtering of 
Telegram. Although the order for this act is a judicial decision but it is the result of 
several month of work, effort and coordination between different organs…According 
to article 749 of Islamic punishment, the legal authority for filtering, when there is a 
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complaint, is judiciary. Regarding Telegram, there were many complaints so the judge 
made his decision,” Khoramabadi restated. 
He also said: “All the organs are trying to fully execute this judicial order of filtering 
Telegram and to migrate people slowly from Telegram to internal media. Fighting the 
apps for detouring filtering depends on increase in capability and capacity of internal 
messengers…” 
At the end he emphasized: “Don’t listen to rumors that say this filtering is temporarily. 
It is decisive and permanent…both Telegram and other internet bases that ignore the 
country’s rules, have no future in virtual space of the country.” ISNA state-run News 
Agency- May 12, 2018) 

 
Iran Communication Ministry Begins the Blockage of Anti Filters 
http://www.ibena.ir/news/85968 
Mohammad-Javad Azari Jahromi, the minister of Communication & Technology of 
Islamic Republic says that this ministry has begun the blockage of anti-filters in Iran 
upon a ratification by the High Council for Internet.   
He said on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 that one of the reasons that the government was 
against filtering the Telegram was the “vast usage” of anti-filters and the fact that 
“many people have turned to it”.  
Azari Jahromi emphasized that the “consequences” of anti-filters “are more 
devastating” than the Telegram itself. (IBNA state-run Web Site- May 16, 2018) 
 
Aftab-e-Yazd Daily Was Held Guilty 
http://www.irna.ir/fa/News/82913925 
Ahmad Momeni Rad, the spokesman for press jury of Tehran province said: “The 
chief editor of Aftab-e-Yazd daily is counted as guilty in the press court. He continued: 
“The trial was held at branch 6 of Tehran’s No. 1 penal court to look into the charges 
indicted on the chief editor of Aftab-e-Yazd daily and the CEO of Tabnak Website.  
Mozafari the chief editor of Etela’at daily was also summoned to court after the 
prosecutor complained about two charges of “spreading lies” and “provoking disunity 
in the society” related to Mr. Mozafari. He was held guilty by the jury on both charges. 
(IRNA state-run News Agency- May 13, 2018) 

 
 

Gachsaran Becomes Critical 
https://www.isna.ir/print/97022312307 
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Wali Ramazani, chief of Environmental Office of 
Gachsaran said: “The air pollution of Gachsaran has 
reached 7 times the standard rate”. He mentioned: “The 
amount of dust and dirt in the air in Doganbadan (in 
Kohgiloyeh & Boyerahmad Province, southwest of Iran) 
has reached 910 micrograms per m3 and this township 
is in a critical situation. The standard rate of dust and 

dirt is 150 micrograms per m3. Ramazani also announced: “The weather in Gachsaran 
is dangerous and unhealthy for all”. (ISNA state-run News Agency – May 13, 2018) 

 
NAJA Escalates Its Control in Ramadan 
Mohammad Ali Safaee the chief of Ablorz Province’s police stated that they have made 
the province ready for the month of Ramadan and the force will deal with those who 
trespass the social morale and the codes of Ramadan. 
He added that they will have the pools under control overt and covert in this month 
and specified that only patients with doctors’ prescription and children under sharia 
age of adolescence can use the pools. Safaee also said: “There will be no room for the 
presence of mal-veilers”. (ILNA state-run News Agency- May 17, 2018) 

 
Statistics Speak of Country’s Dire Social Condition 
http://www.asriran.com/fa/news/609834 

Hasan Mosavi Chelak the head of Iran’s Social Welfare 
Association citing that there are 2000 crime titles in 
Iran while the global average is 60 to 90 titles, said: “The 
country’s population is 80 million and by the statistic 
given by judiciary authorities we have 15 million and 
200 thousand judicial cases while in India with 

population of more than one billion, one million and 200 thousand cases exist”. 
“According to Judiciary, statistics on June 2017 say that about 459,666 persons enter 
the prisons (almost 58.5 per hour) while this statistic was 10 person per hour in 1979,” 
Added Chelak. 
He restated: “The high number of judicial files and rise in the number of divorces 
(one in every 3.5 marriages) show moral weakness in the society…” 
“According to census in year 1395 (March 2016- March 2017) more than 3 million 
women were the head of the household in the country…in 20 years’ time this number 
has doubled,” he cited, adding: “If you take the index for social happiness into 



 

May 21, 2018 

 

consideration, Iran rates 108 amongst 157 countries of the world …” (Asr-e-Iran state-
run website- May 17, 2018) 

 
 

Religious and ethnic minorities  
Kurd Artist: I’ve Been Banned for Years 
http://www.kurdpa.net/farsi/idame/73101 

In an interview, a famous Kurd artist from Saghez 
Township, Ali Abedi, spoke of the barriers he confronts 
for his activities in this township. These barriers are 
imposed on him by the Culture and Guidance Bureau of 
the township. He restated: “During the last 30 years, I 
have been banned though unofficially. I legally tried 

several times to hold a concert or art seminar but I have been hindered”. 
Mr. Abedi stated that he has been tagged as a political person and has been summoned 
for interrogation several times by intelligence organs. 
He continued: “Under the rule of this regime for 40 years not only I have been 
deprived of cultural activities but I have also been deprived of all rights of a normal 
citizen economically, socially and culturally”. 
He said that he had underground artistic activities in these 30 years. (Kurdpa- May 13, 
2018) 

 
Dervishes Are Put on Trial 
https://www.farsnews.com/news/13970223000159 
Moosa Qazanfar-Abadi, the head of Tehran’s revolutionary court cited that Gonabadi 
Dervishes trial has begun in branch 15 and 26 of this court and “there are indicted 
with security charges”. Announcing the news he said: “The case of 70 of Gonabadi 
Dervishes has been sent to the revolutionary court and branches have been dedicated 
to them.” “For the time being branches 15 and 26 will look into these cases”. (Fars 
state-run News Agency- May 13, 2018) 

 
 
 

 
Baha’i Citizen Arrested in Kermanshah 
Governmental security forces in Kermanshah arrested a Baha’I citizen and transferred 
him to an unknown location. The event took place on May 6, 2018. This citizen is 
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identified as Khodadad Miri. Khodadad is from Mazandaran, living now in 
Kermanshah for a few years with his family. Before this, he was forced by the Localicty 
Office to give up the ownership of his book store in Mazandaran, and then migrated 
to Kermanshah. (Hengaw, May 12, 2018) 
 

 
Suppressive maneuvers 

NAJA’s Statement for Month of Ramadan; We Will Deal with Disrupters 
https://www.isna.ir/news/97022211938 
Close to month of Ramadan, NAJA issued a statement determining how hotels and 
restaurants should perform in this month. 
The statement reads as “It is expected that every person complies more and with 
precision regarding the spread of moral values especially chastity and veil…It is obvious 
that those few people who clearly violate these values will be dealt with according to 
law. Hotel and motel managers, restaurants on the roads, terminals, airports and train 
stations can offer their services to passengers after adopting permits from related 
authorities and they must comply with Islamic rules and dress code…Other restaurants 
and serving places must not accept any customer from dawn to dusk”. (ISNA state-run 
News Agency- May 12, 2018) 
 
Establishing 700 Institutes and 100,000 Neighborhood Guards 
https://www.isna.ir/news/97022413574 
Mohammad Sharafi, NAJA’s prevention chief cited: “Spread of security is activated 
by establishing 700 institutes and 100,000 guards and we are looking forward to 
upgrade it 50% more…” 
Saying that Lorestan police has had progress in comparison with last year he said: 
“The structure was a hindrance during the missions in the province. The 
commanders of province’s NAJA identified the problem in time and the province’s 
structural status is under revision at NAJA’s structural committee”. (ISNA state-run 
News Agency) 

 
A Border Porter Wounded by Military  
http://www.kurdpa.net/farsi/idame/73135 
The governmental military, shot at a group of Kurd border porters in Tateh passage. 
As a result, one of them, Mostafa Haji, was seriously wounded. He was transferred to 
Sanandaj medical centers. (Kurdpa- May 16, 2018) 
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Violence against women 
Famous Actor and His Wife Arrested in Azadi Stadium 
https://www.farsnews.com/news/13970224001376 
Before the match between Persepolis and Aljazireh teams at Azadi Stadium, one of 
country’s actors and his wife who intended to enter the stadium were arrested by 
disciplinary forces. The wife intended to enter the stadium in disguise wearing 
mustache and beard but the especial units’ officials found out and the two were 
arrested. (Fars state-run News Agency- May 14, 2018) 
 
Average Marriage Age for Girls in Zaweh is 11 
http://khorasan.isna.ir/default.aspx?NSID=5&SSLID=46&NID=133350 
Ali Baqdar Delgosha, the advisor of Khorasan Razi governor in youths’ affairs said: 
“The average age for marriage of girls in Zaweh Township is 11.” 
In a meeting at Mashhad’s Ferdosi University he posed: “According to statistic 
announced in 2017, 63,000 girls under 15, have married in Tehran. The average is 
more devastating in some of Khorasan Razavi’s townships. Like in Zaweh this average 
is 11 years”. (ISNA state-run News Agency (Khorasan division) - May 14, 2018) 

 
Women Futsal Not Broadcasted in Iran 
http://www.varzesh3.com/news/1524404 
https://www.radiozamaneh.com/395699 

Iran women futsal team became the champion of 
Asia’s women futsal tournaments. 
Mohammad-Reza Davarzani, deputy in progress of 
professional sports for Sport & Youths Ministry 
said that though he had pursuit the issue it wasn’t 
possible to broadcast the matches live; he 
emphasized: “We have to accept that no matter 

how much our women’s dress code is ok, but their matches do not have veil and they 
may not comply with many issues”. He said that Iran cannot trample on its values for 
broadcasting a game. (Sport 3 state-run Website, Radio Zamaneh, May 16, 2018) 
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SSF Dragged Peaceful Protest into Violence 
 

In protest to the division of Kazeroon City, the residents gathered in city’s square on 
May 16, 2018. SSF arrested some of the protestors. 
A group of people gathered in the evening in front of the sheriff’s office demanding 
the freedom of the detainees but were shot at by the police. (Zamaneh Radio- May 17, 
2018) 
https://www.radiozamaneh.com/395805 

Eyewitnesses Report Shooting at Kazeroon Protesters 
https://ir.voanews.com/a/iran-kazeroon-protest/4397055.html 
SSF shot at Kazeroon protestors and dragged the 
demonstration into violence. Images of the wounded and 
murdered are published in Internet. 
Residences of Kazeroon staged a protest the day before too 
but their gathering on Tuesday, May 18, 2018 was dragged 
into violence when the police meddled. (VOA- May 16, 
2018) 

 

Nightly Protest Turned into Violence in Kazeroon 
https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-15356/ 

Nightly protest of Kazeroon residents turned into violence 
when Plainclothes started to interfere. An eyewitness said: “There were 
demonstrations in several points of the city. Unlike the other days, the Plainclothes 
started interfering and dragged it into violence”. The witness underscored: “SSF used 
teargas and tens were arrested with the help of Plainclothes”.  “Some protestors are 
severely wounded and there is an unconfirmed news of one killed” Some residence 
said. (Human Rights Activists in Iran- May 16, 2018) 
 
Meanwhile, on May 17, Fars state-run news agency admitted that some were killed 
and injured by the force  and wrote: “As Fars reports from Kazeroon, following last 
night clashes in this township one is killed and six other wounded”. 
“During the last two months Kazeroon has witnessed vast protests against the 
formation of a new township, Kooh Chenar. The crowd present in some of these 
gathering is estimated as 5000,” Fars reported. 
http://fars.farsnews.com/news/13970227000071 
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As the protest gathering continued in Kazeroon and it was dragged into violence by 
governmental forces, the Interior Ministry issued an official statement restating that 
it will “decisively deal with those elements who might have other goals in disrupting 
the order and social security”. (ISNA state-run News Agency- May 17, 2018) 
https://www.isna.ir/news/97022715419 
 
Following the statement the state-run media published the news of violence in the 
demonstration: “…The suspicious gathering in Kazeroon Township which had no 
permit, left behind one death and 7 wounded…Last night a suspicious gathering was 
held without permit; several people were arrested. Then a group of people provoked 
chaos and demanded the freedom of detainees…The police force started shooting into 
the air to disperse the people, then it is said that some have suspiciously become 
wounded. Eight wounded people have been transferred to hospital and one of them 
died there.” 
https://www.yjc.ir/fa/news/6535700 
 

 
In another event Tasnim state-run news agency mentioned the history of the protests 
in this township on May 17, 2018 and wrote: “The issue of unrests and gatherings in 
Kazeroon goes back to ten months ago when a group of residents took into streets to 
protest against what they called the ‘division of Kazeroon’ and gathered in the main 
square of the city.” 
The news agency added:” What happened in Kazeroon last night has been vastly 
published in foreign media, even some anti-revolution media such as ‘Man va Tou’, 
BBC Parisian and VOA… have paid special attention to it…This is exactly what they 
did last Dec. – Jan. during the economical protests and they dragged those protests 
into violence”. 
https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1397/02/27/1728690 
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On May 18, 2018, IRNA state-run news agency repeated the sayings of Kavoos 
Mohammadi, disciplinary deputy of Fars province who has said: “After protest 
gathering in Kazeroon against the division of this township, a group of opportunist 
tugs intended to destroy public property and police decisively confronted them”. 
http://www.irna.ir/fa/News/82919044 
 
Kazaroon Events; Two Death, 48 wounded 
http://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/800555 

Ali Al-Ghasi Mehr, the head of Fars province’s judiciary informed of the formation of 
a common committee to investigate the events of Kazeroon and emphasized that the 
recent gatherings in the city were illegal; having no permit, and the judiciary will judge 
about those responsible for it. 
“During the gathering on Wednesday, May 16, 2018, 15 people were arrested on 
charge of ‘disrupting the order and illegal gatherings; they were transferred to the 
police station…”, cited Al-Ghashi Mehr on Saturday, May 19, 2018.  
He also said: “When the prosecutor was informed of the arrests, he deployed an 
interrogator to the detention center and issued an investigation order and an order to 
interrogate the detainees. Following the order, investigation and interrogation started 
and the detainees were interrogated about their role in the gatherings and their 
charges.  Not accepting the news from dissident networks and clarifying the 
information he said: “Unfortunately in the recent events two died and 48 were 
wounded”. (Tabnak state-run Web Site- May 19, 2018)  
 
 

 

World Reactions  
The Associated Press, the New York Times, and the BBC News website reacted the 
demonstrations and clashes in Kazeroon: 
Violent protest leaves 1 dead in south Iran 
TEHRAN, Iran — May 17, 2018, 2:03 AM ET 
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Iran's semi-official Fars news agency is reporting that a 
violent protest in the southwest city of Kazerron has left at 
least one person dead and six others injured… 
Fars said a "small number" of protesters gathered 
Wednesday night in Kazeroon, some 900 kilometers (560 
miles) south of Tehran. 
The city has been the scene of peaceful protests against a 
local government decision to divide some districts of the 
city and merge them into a new town. 
Authorities had promised the separation would not take 
place following previous protests. 
Kazeroon, population nearly 150,000, is the home to the 
Qashqai tribe… 
https://www.apnews.com/25283a3216624abeaf6bebb5bda2e709 
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/05/17/world/middleeast/ap-ml-iran-protest.html 
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/news-agency-violent-protest-leaves-dead-south-iran-
55226102 
 
 
 

 
 


